
Direct Loans 

If you are a first-time borrower on or after July 1, 2013, there is a limit on the maximum period 
of time (measured in academic years) that you can receive Direct Subsidized Loans. This time 
limit does not apply to Direct Unsubsidized Loans or Direct PLUS Loans. If this limit applies to 
you, you may not receive Direct Subsidized Loans for more than 150 percent of the published 
length of your program. This is called your “maximum eligibility period.” Your maximum 
eligibility period is generally based on the published length of your current program. You can 
usually find the published length of any program of study in your school’s catalog. 

Example: If you are enrolled in a two-year associate degree program, the maximum period for 
which you can receive Direct Subsidized Loans is three years (150 percent of 2 years = 3 years). 

Because your maximum eligibility period is based on the length of your current program of 
study, your maximum eligibility period can change if you change to a program that has a 
different length. Also, if you receive Direct Subsidized Loans for one program and then change 
to another program, the Direct Subsidized Loans you received for the earlier program will 
generally count toward your new maximum eligibility period. 

Think Before Borrowing 

A Direct loan is a long-term financial obligation. We have provided this brief to help you make 
an informed decision about borrowing a student loan, to understand Las Positas' loan process and 
loan policies. We hope you will seriously evaluate whether taking on loan debt is truly necessary 
to make ends meet and borrow only what you need. Please read this description carefully and the 
Direct Loan Basics & Entrance Counseling Guide. We would be happy to answer any 
additional questions you may have. 

Repayment: 

Begins six months after you either graduate OR drop below six (6) units. Payments are a 
minimum $50.00 per month or more, depending on the cumulative amount borrowed. 

Determination of Loan Eligibility: 

To begin review of a student loan request, the FAO (Financial Aid Office) reviews student’s 
total annual and aggregate loan debt, grade level, program level (Certificate, Associate, 
Transfer), academic eligibility (SAP), and current enrollment.  We ensure the student is not in 
default of prior loan nor owes a financial aid repayment using https://studentaid.gov/, a national 
database showing all student loans received by a student at any college or university across the 
country.  We review your academic and financial aid history, and if you are new to Las Positas, 
we may verify attendance and progress with your instructors. 

If our review results in approval, the FAO calculates loan eligibility by taking the student’s 
cost of attendance minus expected family contribution minus all financial aid awarded and 
other financial resources available to the student. 

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/loan-entrance-counseling-color.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/


Office Communication 

Upon approval of your submitted Student Loan Request, the financial aid office will send an e-mail 
message to your secure Zonemail Student E-mail alerting you to check your Financial Aid awards on the 
CLASS-Web Portal. (Brochures available at front counter) 
(You may also change your preferences so that your Zonemail forwards to your personal email 
address.) 

 

 


