
LAS POSITAS COLLEGE 
DISTANCE EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2011 
10:00 AM, ROOM 2410 

MINUTES 
 
LPC Members Present:  
Scott Vigallon (TLC-Classified; co-chair) 
Richard Dry (Arts & Comm.; co-chair) 
Frances Hui (Arts & Comm.; Library) 
Howard Blumenfeld (MSE&PS) 
Vicky Austin (Adjunct Faculty)  
Jane McCoy (BCATSS) 
Deanna Horvath (Arts & Comm.) 
John Ruys (Deans) 
 
 

LPC Members Absent: 
Janice Cantua (Admissions & Records) 
Breanna Krumins (ASLPC) 
 
 
Guests: Rajinder Samra (Institutional 
Research & Planning) 
 

 
AGENDA:  
 
I. Call to order: The meeting was called to order by co-chair Richard Dry at 10:06 a.m. 

 
II. Approval of minutes from Sept. 23 meeting: Howard made a motion to approve the minutes. 

Vicky seconded. Minutes approved. 
 

III. DE Accreditation guidelines evidence: The committee brainstormed ways to gather evidence 
to meet the guidelines. It got through four issues. 
 

IV. Updates 
i. Paid version of Bb Mobile Learn: Since Chabot was interested in this, it 

contacted Bb to determine costs. The license cost for Mobile Learn is $59,760 a 
year. Adding Mobile Central, which is an institutional app that allows students to 
browse the course catalog, receive campus news, etc., is a $500 increase in the 
annual licensing cost, plus a one-time set up fee of $10,000. Chabot is 
considering whether or not to pursue this further. 
 

ii. Online Materials Fees Advisory Committee: The State Chancellor’s Office has 
put together an advisory committee that will be meeting over the next few months 
to look into the issues concerning the use of online materials within the 
instructional/curriculum world. The purpose of the advisory committee will be to 
evaluate current practice and regulations related to the use of these materials 
within California community colleges and to make recommendations on possible 
changes to regulations or best practices that will be communicated to the field. 
As background, over the summer, the state chancellor’s office convened a task 
force to determine whether the fees are legal or not, and that task force decided 
July 18 that the fee is legal. It said that the publisher's fee is comparable to the 
cost of textbooks or other instructional materials and is looking to change the law 
(Title 5) to make the fee legal. Scott was asked to be part of the advisory 
committee and accepted the invitation. The first meeting is Nov. 16. 
 

iii. OCDP applications for Spring: Applications will be sent to all faculty Nov. 1  
with a deadline of Nov. 30.  
 

iv. DE satisfaction survey: This annual survey will be launched Dec. 1. 
Announcements will be posted in all DE classes, and an email will be sent to all 



DE students.  
 

v. DE captioning: Based on feedback from faculty and a review of courses, only 7 
videos will be submitted for captioning. Jeff Sperry conducted the review after an 
Oct. 6 email from Jane confirming that the FA agreed upon an MOU last year to 
allow such a review.  
  

vi. OpenClass course management system: On Oct. 13, the publishing giant 
Pearson announced that it has joined with Google to launch a new course 
management system called OpenClass. Google later claimed that its involvement 
with OpenClass was overstated in the announcement. Regardless, when it 
becomes available, OpenClass can be used freely by colleges. Support is also 
supposedly free. Many issues obviously need to be worked out, including 
support, privacy, accessibility, connection to student information systems, 
upgrades and use of content other than Pearson. The committee would like Scott 
to stay informed about OpenClass and other systems. 
 

vii. Nov. 1 faculty flex day session: The TLC will host a session whereby DE 
instructors will share what works in their classes with other instructors. The 
theme of the day is student success. Scott will present statistics, survey results 
and will share current initiatives that LPC is working on.  
 

viii. Online success rates by student type: Researcher Rajinder Samra presented 
his findings on this topic for students taking DE courses during Fall 2009 and Fall 
2010. The results were similar to what has been presented to the committee in 
the past when results for all students in a given semester are shown. The 
obvious comparison is with students in similar categories (new first-time, new 
transfer, returning transfer, continuing) who take face-to-face classes. However, 
Rajinder explained that these types of comparisons are “complicated” because of 
the many variables involved and can lead to misinterpretations. Because of this, 
because more research needs to be done, and because so many questions 
would be raised, Rajinder said he would not present this at the Nov. 1 faculty flex 
day. Scott will present his data, though, at his flex day session. Incidentally, 
Rajinder said that 1 in 5 students at LPC are taking a DE course. 
 

V. Nov./Dec. meeting date: Since our next two scheduled meetings fall on days the campus is 
closed, the committee decided to combine the November/December meetings into one meeting 
Dec. 2. 
 

VI. DE information in college catalog: Scott presented a revised description of DE to submit for 
inclusion in the next catalog. The revision was necessitated by new guidelines from the ACCJC 
that spells out what DE information should be placed in the catalog. The committee discussed the 
revisions and suggested a couple of modifications. Scott will make those modifications and 
submit the description to the Office of Academic Services. 
  

VII. Online tutoring: Since our September meeting, videos of the tutors were created and uploaded 
into the corresponding DE courses. Because no Math students had registered for online tutoring, 
the Math department expanded their list of courses to all sections of 55, 65, and 44, including DE 
formats, traditional formats, and Math X, 55A, 55B, 65A, and 65B. Scott emailed students whose 
courses use Bb. The first tutoring session took place Oct. 19. Through Oct. 21, 7 English tutoring 
sessions have taken place. Richard said that his English students are not willing to put more time 
into their class. He then suggested that Writing tutoring be expanded to include all students on or 
off campus. The committee discussed this idea, then settled on expanding Writing tutoring to all 
DE classes. The committee can review how this goes the rest of the semester before making a 
decision about the Spring semester. To publicize this, Scott will write an email to all DE 



instructors that those instructors can copy and paste into their classes. 
 

VIII. Academic Honesty Statement and DE: According to the accreditation guidelines for DE, the 
college’s Academic Honesty Statement should address student authentication in DE courses 
(e.g. the verification of student identity). The committee reviewed the current statement and gave 
some suggestions. Scott will work on inputting the proper DE info and will share his revisions at 
the Dec. meeting. 
 

IX. Demo of mobile apps for Library: Frances demonstrated two new mobile apps offered by the 
LPC  Library: Bookmyne and EBSCOhost. Bookmyne allows users with iPhone/iPod Touch users 
to search the library catalog, renew checked out items (if items are not already overdue), place 
and cancel holds, check their account details, and navigate to the library's homepage. The 
EBSCOhost app allows iPhone/iPod Touch/Android users to access LPC’s suite of databases. 
EBSCOhost also has a mobile friendly web site that students can access. More information is 
posted on the Library home page. Scott will create a web page on the Online Learning site that 
details the mobile apps offered by LPC that are available to students, including the 
aforementioned two, Bb Mobile Learn, and CafeScribe (digital textbook reader). 
 

X. Bb Security: Due to time constraints, this item was tabled. 
 

XI. Other issues: None broached. 
 

XII. Next meeting: Dec. 2, 10-12 in Room 2410 
 
XIII. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 


