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Las Positas College

Classified Senate

(Approved) Minutes

January 26, 2006
 2:30 – 3:30 p.m., room 1603
Present:  Connie Bish, Lettie Camp, Janice Cantua, Christine Capriotti, Sharon Davidson,
Frances DeNisco, Bill Eddy, Virginia Edwards, Roni Jennings,  Ann Jones,
Connie Reding, Carolyn Smutney, Todd Steffan


1.
Call to Order 
President Steffan called the meeting to order at 2:35 p.m.  

2.
Approval of November 17, 2005 Minutes

President Steffan asked for a motion to approve the minutes as written.
Motion:  
To approve the minutes of November 17, 2005, as written.

MSC: 
C. Bish/F. DeNisco
Approved - unanimously.

3.   Agenda

President Steffan asked for any changes or amendments to the agenda. Ms. Jennings inquired if an “other” section could be added towards the end, as she had an item to bring forth.  A motion was asked to approve the agenda as amended.  

Motion:
To approve the agenda as amended.

MSC:
F. DeNisco/R. Jennings


Approved - unanimously

4.   Recognition of the Around the World Luncheon
President Steffan acknowledged and thanked Roni Jennings for her efforts in coordinating and planning this event.  It was an outstanding job and very successful.  The total attendance was approximately 150. 
5.
Classified Scholarships 
A handout was provided highlighting several options for funding.   President Steffan opened the floor for discussion.  Several suggestions were brought forth.  Ms. Jennings reported the balance in the social account to be $2,427.10.  Ms. Bish proposed changing the language of the guidelines to state “continuing enrollment” rather than “education.”   There was detailed discussion regarding the options presented.  President Steffan clarified the first option was provided by him and was from the LPC web page.  Ms. Bish proposed providing two (2) $300 scholarships (instead of three (3) at $200).  One concern noted is the amount of time and work involved in the compilation and submittal process.  It was suggested it might be better to provide a higher dollar amount.  
Ms. Jennings proposed offering two (2) scholarships at $500 each.  Several individuals indicated it might be best to be somewhat frugal at this time, due to the recent district wide proposed budget cuts.  It was noted there are still two (2) fundraisers planned for this spring, which will generate 
extra funding.  Ms. Jennings reported $600 was allocated last year for the scholarships.  Several amounts were discussed, it was determined $1000 total would be allocated for scholarships this year.  
Ms. Reding asked for a motion to approve two (2) scholarships at $400 each, and one (1) scholarship at $200.  

Motion #1: 

The Classified Senate approves two (2) scholarships at $400 each, and one (1) scholarship at $200.


Motion was not acted upon.


Several individuals felt it was important to determine the scholarship guidelines before voting on an amount, other suggestions for how to allocate the $1000 still required discussion.  Ms. DeNisco suggested having two (2) $450 scholarships.  Ms. Jennings asked for a motion to approve two (2) $500 scholarships with the same guidelines as the prior year.

Motion #2:


The Classified Senate approves two (2) scholarships at $500 each using the same guidelines as the prior year.


MSC:  L. Camp


Motion was not acted upon.


There was a discussion regarding the number of units and GPA listed in the guidelines.  It was suggested the number of units might be lowered from 36.  Ms. Bish asked for a motion to change the amount of units required from 36 to 12, while maintaining a minimum GPA of 3.25.

Motion #3:


The Classified Senate approves changing the amount of units from 36 to 12, while maintaining a minimum GPA of 3.25.

MSC: R. Jennings


In Favor: 10

Opposed: 0


Abstentions: 1


This led to a brief discussion regarding the language of the guidelines.  Specifically, the letters of recommendation as outlined on the handout.  Ms. Camp proposed the two letters be from either a faculty and/or classified staff member.  This idea was very well accepted by all individuals present.

Ms. Bish requested to amend her previous motion to include the suggestion put forth by Ms. Camp.

Motion #3 (Amended):

The Classified Senate approves changing the amount of units from 36 to 12, while maintaining a minimum GPA of 3.25, and the letter of recommendations can be either from a faculty or classified staff member.  


MSC:  R. Jennings


Motion was not acted upon.  

There was confusion as to what the original motion was.  The motions were re-read.  Ms. Jennings requested to amend her original motion (Motion #2), to change the language to reflect a discussion of the guidelines.


Motion #2 (Amended):

The Classified Senate approves two (2) scholarships at $500 each, with a discussion regarding the guidelines.

MSC: F. DeNisco 


Motion was not acted upon.


Ms. Kit proposed an amendment to previous motions.  She suggested keeping the two (2) scholarships at $500 each, but changing the number of units required from the proposed 12 to 24, while maintaining the minimum 3.25 GPA.  The guidelines for the letters of recommendation would remain the same as Ms. Camp’s prior suggestion.  She asked for a motion to approve.

Motion #4:


The Classified Senate approves two (2) scholarships at $500 each, with the guidelines being a minimum of 24 units, and a minimum 3.25 GPA.  Two (2) letters of recommendation can be from either a faculty or classified staff member.

MSC: R. Jennings


In Favor: 11

Opposed: 0

Abstentions: 0
6.
Classified Senate Retreat 
President Steffan reported the recent classified officer’s retreat was very productive.  Several of the items discussed were:

· Calendar was set
· Meetings and events planned
· Flex Day 

· Goals


All attendees were thanked for their attendance and feedback.  

7.
Classified Senate Table at Club Day – Frances DeNisco

Ms. DeNisco reported she would like to have items to display on the Classified Senate table at Club Day.  The goal is to provide students with information pertaining to where and who they can go to with questions, and answer questions they might have such as, why their class(es) have been canceled and why textbooks are so expensive.  Emphasis was put on the importance of having a classified “face” to it.  It was suggested photos be utilized with the information.  Ms. Cantua reported she has pictures from a couple of years ago she can provide.  It was proposed that since Club Day is on Valentine’s Day, themed cookies and/or candy might be appropriate to provide.    Ms. Kit reported the hours of the event to be 11:00-1:00 p.m.  She volunteered to staff the table if needed.  
8.
Discussion of Committee/Taskforce Reports
President Steffan acknowledged and thanked Connie Bish for her efforts in compiling these reports.  He also reminded senators to send their reports and all other items pertaining to this topic to Ms. Bish.   Ms. Jones reported for Staff Development.  She noted funding is available this semester for conferences, etc.  It is unclear what funding will be available for next year.  
9.
Brick Program 2006-07

President Steffan reported two (2) proposed ideas for this have been brought to his attention.  It was suggested bricks are purchased for:


1.  
Classified employee of the year (in lieu of a plaque).


2.
Past Classified Senate presidents.


There were several inquiries as to the cost and who would be responsible for payment.  It was clarified the cost of the brick is $100, and payment would be by past presidents.  This would not come out of the Classified Senate’s social account.  President Steffan indicated there will be future discussion and possibly a vote on this at the next meeting.  Ms. Bish highlighted the importance of maintaining this as a “year by year” review; it should be determined on the wishes of future presidents and funding available.
10.
Good of the Order and “Other” Items:


Ms. Jennings reported an ad-hoc committee is looking into hosting a college wide Mardi Gras party.  This was done a couple of years ago.  It was clarified this is not a Classified Senate sponsored event.  Tentatively, the date is scheduled for February 28, 11:00 to 1:00 p.m.  Volunteers are needed.  Contact Ms. Jennings should you want to volunteer or have any questions.  


Ms. Edwards reported the preparations for spring Flex Day are moving forward.  The “Rocky Road’ bus has been donated for the trip to San Francisco; leading to a savings of $900.  The Flex Day is Friday, April 14 and participants will go to the DeYoung Museum and Japanese Tea Garden.  There have been several requests to visit the Conservatory of Flowers.  More details are forthcoming.  Contact Ms. Edwards or Ms. Loyola for more information.  
11.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m.  
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